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Of ITS IDIOSTKCRACfCS, RELIGIONS, UftSmE. FOR THIS 
REAS0H, > THINK THE US HAS ERRED IW THIS RESPECT AND f OR 
THIS W ASK FOR UNDERSTANDING. All GENERAL IZAT ION, IN 
INTERNAL POLICY AS MUCH AS FOREIGN POLICY AND IN THE CASE 
OF INDIVIDUALS, IS DANGEROUS. IF THE US UNDERSTOOD 
ARGENTINA, ITS IDIOSYNCRASIES, LIFESTYLE, IT VCUIO RAPIDLY 
MODIFY WHAT IT UNDERSTANDS TO EE VIOLATIONS Of HUMAN SIGHTS. 
I HAVE REPEATED ON MANY OCCASIONS 1HA7 THE ONLY VIOLATORS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS ARE INTERKA1 IOHAL TERRORISTS. ARGENTINA IS 
A COUNTRY THAT FOR MANY YEARS HAD HAD A TRADITION OF RESPECT 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. AND IN THIS AREA, 1 THINK WE COULD TEACH 
A NUMBER Of OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING OTHERS MORE ADVANCED 


D DEFINE US INTERyEHIIDH IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
HIES AND WHETHER IT WOULD EE TEMPORARY OR 
■SONUS REPLIED: *VE MAINTAIN THE PRINCIPLE Of 

KT ION IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, WHICH IS WHY, AS I 
ILLATIONS WITH THE US HAVE FALLEN FROM OPTIMAL 
ARGENTINA Will NOT ACCEPT INTERFERENCE OF 
H1RY IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS. I BEIUVE THAT - 
l DIFFERENT DEFINITION WITH RESPECT TO WHAT NON* 
i MEANS. FOR ME, iHt DEFINITION IS CLEAR. 

[ AFFECTS THE INTERNAL SITUATION Or OTHER 
IN 6£ SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION IN FOREIGN POLICr. 

» SlICHTlT DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION, BUT J 
IT CLEAR THAT WHEN I SPEAK OF NON-INTERVENTION I 
’AIRS, I AT REFERRING TO All COUNTRIES AIIO NOT 
ARGENTINA WILL NOT PERMIT INTERVENTION FROM 
TIES IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS. ON THE OTHER NANO, 
iAT THIS MATTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS HAS AFFECTED 
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HE SAID, THE- -PRESIDENT IN SOME WAY HAS HIS OWN IDEA 
ABOUT CHANGING SOME OF THE PHILOSOPHIES WE ARE APPLYING 
IN FOREIGN POLICY. " MONTES WAS ALSO ASKED HOW MUCH LONGER 
HE THOUGHT HE WOULD REMAIN AS FOREIGN MINISTER. MONTES 
REPLIED THAT THIS WAS UP TO THE PRESIDENT. END UNCLASSIFIED 



COMMENT: WHEN MONTES’ REMARKS WERE ISSUED. WE TOOK THEM 

AS A HOPEFUL SIGN, AS THEY WERE SPOKEN AGAINST A BACKGROUND 
OF CONTINUING OFFICIAL GOA ANIMOSITY TOWARDS THE US BECAUSE 
OF THE EXIM BANK DECISION AND A NEW WAVE OF EMOTIONALISM 
FOLLOWING THE MURDER OF ADMIRAL L AMBRU5CHI NI ’ S DAUGHTER. 

THAT MONTES COULD STILL STATE IN PUBLIC THAT RELATIONS WITH 
THE US WERE "NORMAL" AND MIGHT EVEN IMPROVE, SUGGESTED TO US 
THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS NOT PREPARED TO ADMIT TO THE 
ARGENTINE PEOPLE THAT US-ARGENTINE RELATIONS HAD REACHED A 
DEAD END. LAST NIGHT, HOWEVER, THE FOREIGN MINISTER ISSUED 
THE AMBASSADOR A DIPLOMATIC NOTE (REFTEL) BLAMING THE USG 
FOR THE DETERIORATION IN BILATERAL RELATIONS, THE TONE OF 
WHICH WAS MORE IN SORROW AND ANGER, BUT WHICH CONTAINS THE 
USUAL LITANY ABOUT INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
A SOVEREIGN NATION. (THE NOTE NEVERTHELESS ENDS WITH AN 
EXPRESSION OF HOPE FOR US UNDERSTANDING AND AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN RELATIONS. > WE ARE NOT CERTAIN ABOUT THE PORTENT OF THIS 
NOTE. ONE ELEMENT THAT SHOULD CONTINUE TO 3c WEIGHED IS 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE’S RECENT COUNSEL TO THE AMBASSADOR 
NOT TO TAKE THE FOREIGN MINISTRY’ S HARD LINE TOO 
SERIOUSLY. YET YESTERDAY'S NOTE MUST HAVE 
BEEN AUTHORIZED BY JUNTA, OR AT LEAST THE PRESIDENT. 

MONTES TOLD THE AMBASSADOR YESTERDAY THAT ANTI-US FEELING 
RAN STRONG AND DEEP AT THE L A MB RUSCHI NI FUNERAL UN THEIR 
PRESENT FRAME OF MIND MANY OFFICIAL ARGENTINES BELIEVE 
THAT OUR PROMOTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAUSE IS AIMED AT 
CODDLING TER OR I STS, OR WORSE.). HOWEVER, MONTES SAID, 

THE GO A WISHED TO AVOID INFLAMING PUBLIC ANIMUS AGAINST 
THE US. ONE TEST OF MONTES’ SINCERITY WILL BE WHETHER 
AND WITH WHAT DEGREE OF NEWSPLAY AND EDITORIAL COMMENT, 

THE CONTENT S OF THE MINIST RY' S NOTE LEAKS TO THE PRESS 

end MIIIHIHIHHi 
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